
We hope you will help us with the important project 

of establishing an Orthodox Church in every Big Ten 

town for generations of students and families to come. 

To support our building fund, or if you have more ques-

tions, please contact Father Ignatius Valentine at frigna-

tius@straphaelorthodoxchurch.org, 319-337-6784 

(church), or 319-400-7522 (cell). 

Donations may be sent to: 

Saint Raphael of Brooklyn Orthodox Mission 

511 Iowa Avenue 

Iowa City, IA 52240  

Visit our web site at:  

http://www.straphaelorthodoxchurch.org  

St Raphael of Brooklyn Orthodox Mission 

Iowa City, Iowa Dear Friends of St. Raphael’s,  

If you have never visited with us on a Sunday 
morning, then maybe you wouldn’t quite fully un-
derstand the scope of our overcrowding. I do not 
exaggerate when I say we are bursting at the seams. 
We continue to grow, despite the fact that our 
chapel, altar area and all, is only 500 sq. ft., perhaps 
the smallest in the diocese. People often tell me that 
they know others who would like to come but don’t 
because of the space. Just today, a parishioner told 
me that he knows people who drive to the nearest 
Orthodox church, 35 miles away, because of the 
crowding at our chapel! 

As priest of this parish I am very excited to ask 
for your help in purchasing a larger building. We 
have many new faces with us on Sunday mornings 
and five catechumens looking forward to Baptism or 
Chrismation. I am confident that with more space, 
our Sunday attendance would quickly increase by 
25% or more. The Lord is doing a good thing in 
Iowa City and sending people our way – and now 
He has sent us a property and a benefactor to make 
this growth possible.  

I appeal to all of you to participate in the Lord’s 
good work and to help us acquire this worship space 
through your prayers and donations. If you can help 
us, or if you have any questions, please fill out the 
enclosed Donation Card or contact me by phone or 
email at the address on the back. May God bless you 
richly for your generosity! 

In Christ,  

Fr. Ignatius 

A  W o r d  f r o m  F a t h e r  I g n a t i u s  

The Last Big Ten University 

With No Orthodox Church  

May God Bless You! 



St. Raphael of Brooklyn Mission began in 2001 

with a handful of families, faculty and students dedi-

cated to building a pan-Orthodox parish In Iowa City. 

With the blessing of our Antiochian hierarchs, we 

rented our first location in 2002. By 2004 we were 

able to support a priest full-time. Our membership 

includes 100 people from 10 different ethnic groups, 

50% of whom are college students and children. With 

an annual budget of $85,000 and 24 financial annual 

pledges, our average contribution is $295/month. 

By God’s grace, we are an energetic, growing, and 

financially solid parish. We are focused on worship, 

committed to supporting our priest and his family, 

and devoted to reaching out to our community. Our 

number one challenge is space. Our current 

rented chapel can accommodate roughly half our 

members. At Pascha this year, many of the 120 people 

who came had to stand in the halls, and others did not 

stay at all. We have been searching for a larger rental 

location for over three years, but the tight college-

town real estate market means we have not been able 

to find an affordable space that fits our needs. We’re 

in the proverbial “chicken and the egg” scenario: we 

need more space to grow our pledge base, and we 

need to expand our pledge base to afford more space.  

O u r  M i s s i o n  

This summer, an ideal space presented itself. The 

current Christian Science Church, built in 1930 in the 

historic heart of Iowa City, is a beautiful, solid struc-

ture of 6,000 sq. ft. With three arches, a tile roof, and 

a spacious sanctuary with lovely acoustics, it calls out 

for iconography and Orthodox worship! The location 

and fine condition of this property make it a sound 

investment as well as an ideal worship home for our 

growing community. In August, their congregation 

placed it for sale for $600,000. 

At the same time, God sent us a benefactor to 

support our cause. This anonymous family from out-

side our parish desires to see a pan-Orthodox Church 

established in the heart of Iowa City. They have is-

sued us a challenge: “Raise the down pay-

ment, and we will pay the mortgage for two 

years!” 

The thinking of our benefactor – and the hope of 

our priest and congregation – is that during this two 

year period, two things will happen: our membership 

and pledge base will grow, and we will work toward 

retiring the mortgage.  

O u r  O p p o r t u n i t y  

St Raphael of Brooklyn Orthodox Mission, Iowa City 

The Christian Science church has accepted our 

$550,000 offer, with down-payment due by January 

15, 2009. With your help, we have the exciting 

chance to establish a permanent home for the last Big 

Ten Orthodox Church. Our campaign has two phases:  

Phase 1 (Nov-Dec 2008): Raise money to cover 

down-payment and move-in costs, including kitchen 

installation and removal of auditorium seating. While 

$150,000 would get us into the building, our goal is 

$275,000. This would allow a larger down-payment 

and get a more manageable monthly mortgage rate. 

Our building fund is currently at $46,000, so we need 

$229,000 by January 15 to make our dream a reality.   

Phase 2 (2009/10): Retire the $440,000 mortgage. 

As you can see, our need is urgent, and our oppor-

tunity is great. Any donation you can make by 

January 15 will be greatly appreciated.  

H o w  Yo u  C a n  H e l p  

St. Raphael Pascha Picnic, 2008  

The Christian Science church building 

722 E. College Ave, Iowa City.  

Put Us on the Map — Help Build Our Church! 


